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NOTES-

A SHIP OF 1419. 
We know so little about ships of the 

early fifteenth century, that the following 
account of a ship constructed at Bayonne 
for Henry V., in 1419, is worthy of a 
place in THE MARINER's MIRROR. It is 
an extract from a letter of John Alcetre 
to the king, dated 25th April, 14I9, and 
is printed in Sir Henry Ellis ' " Original 
Letters Illustrative of English History," 
Ser. 2, Vol. I., 1827, pp. 69-71. The 
letter is partly, but incorrectly printed 
by Nicolas, II. 442. He gives the length 
over all as 108 feet instead of 186 feet, 
and prints stern for stem. The length of 
the keel, II2 feet, seems remarkable 
when we consider that the keel of the 
Prince Royal nearly two hundred years 
later was only II5. I am unable to 
offer any explanation of "hamer on." 
The original letter was destroyed in the 
Cottonian fire. "Most excellent, most 
hiest, myghtiest Prynce . . . Lykyth 
yt to youre ryall Majeste to wete the 
governance and the makyng of youre 
Shippe at Bayon. At the makyng of 
this Letter yt was in this estate, that ys 
to wetyng xxxvj strakys in hyth y 
bordyd, on the weche strakys byth y 
layde xj bemys ; the mast berne ys yn 
leynthe xlvj comyn fete, and the berne 
of the hameron afore ys in leynthe 
xxxix. fete, and the berne of the hameron 
by hynde is in leynthe xxxiij fete ; fro 
the onemost ende of the Stemne in to 
the Poste by hynd ys in leynthe a hondryd 
iiijxx and vj fete ; and the Stemne ys 
in hithe iiijxx and xvj fete ; and the Post 
xlviij fete ; and the Kele ys in leynthe a 
hondryd and xij fete ; but he is y rotyt, 
ann must be r.haungyd."- G. E. 
MANWARING. 

THE BOATSWAIN'S WHISTLE. 
I am sorry that both Captain Staveley 

~d Sir Cyprian Bridge disagree with my 
calling the instrument used by the boat
swain a "whistle " and not a " call." 
If I had been writing an article on the 
subject for a popular magazine I might 
possibly have styled it "The Bosun's 
Call," because I believe the term is more 
commonly, though I think incorrectly, 
used at the present day. As a member 

of the S.N.R., however, I felt that no 
other course was open to me than to 
follow the definite if stodgy path of naval 
archaeology, and so I resolved that my 
whistle should be a whistle. From the 
earliest times it has always been so, and 
it is not until the second half of the 
seventeenth century that there is any 
mention of it as a" call." The historical 
material that I produced in my two 
articles on the subject, I thought would 
have been sufficient evidence on this 
interesting point, but apparently it is 
not ; so now I beg to supplement them 
with a few additional notes. In Join
ville's " St. Louis" there is the following 
contemporary account of the rescue of the 
king from the Saracens by a Genoese 
galley in 1250; "Ou flum devant leroy 
avoit une galie de Genevois, la ou il 
ne paroit que uns seus hom desur. 
Maintenant que il vit le roy sur le flum, 
il sonna un siblet ; et au son dou siblet 
saillirent bien de la sente de la galie 
quatre-vins arbalestrier bien apparellie, 
etc." (1848 ed., p. 133). Again in 
Rafanus de Caresinis Chronicle for the 
year 1379 we read ; "Navigantibus nobis 
absque strepitu et cum ordine magno, 
imposito etiam comitis ut sibloti sive 
frasceti silerent " (Ducange, iii. 1843 
ed., p. 397.) Evidently the gentleman 
depicted on the piece of Sicilian em
broidery of this period in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum was under no such 
order, for he is depicted giving his whistle 
a full blast. The reason for not using 
the whistle when navigating in the night, 
or in suspected places is obvious, and is 
frequently mentioned. It occurs in the 
orders of P. Mocenigo, 1420, and in the 
" Ordini della navigatione," of Emilio 
Pucci, 16th century. (See Jal, articles 
Fischietto and Frascheto). Among the 
famous 16th and 17th century seamen 
who mention the boatswain's whistle we 
may name Boteler, Linschoten, Monson, 
and Mainwaring, among whom we might 
also include Teonge, the naval chaplain. 
None of them speak of the " call." And 
in the famous, but little known tragic
comedy " Fortune by Land and Sea," 
1655, which has many realistic nautical 
scenes, we get the following breezy 
description ; 
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NOTES. 377 

And, boatswain ,with your baser trumpet's 
sound 

Mingle your whistle's shrill. Oh, 'tis a 
music 

The mermaids love! (Act iv., sc. ii.) 

The earliest reference to a whistle as a 
"call" given in the Oxford English 
Dictionary is r6s4, and then only to an 
instrument for imitating the notes of 
birds. The earliest instance so far dis
covered of the boatswain's whistle being 
styled a "call" is in 1671. (" M. M.," 
V. 7S·) Falconer, in his Marine Dic
tionary, has the main entry under Call, 
and refers to it as a Whistle or Pipe, but 
in his poem, " The Shipwreck," we get 
the following : " Thrice with shrill note 
the boatswain's whistle rung." During 
+l).., 17th and r8th centuries the word 
" call " is seldom met with, and the 
famous r8th century sea song beloved of 
Commodore Trunnion, and sung with 
such gusto by Pipes was none other than 
" The Boatswain's Whistle " (" Peregrine 
Pickle," chap. ii., and Commander 
Robinson's " British Tar," 347-8.) For 
the 19th century an examination of 
Marryat's novels is decidedly in favour 
of Whistle or Pipe, and I am indebted to 
another member, Mr. Walter Buchanan, 
for the following references to the 1896 
edition:-" Midshipman Easy," p. so, 
" Shrill whistle " of the Boatswain, 
p. 140. The famous triangular duel where 
Mr. Biggs is shot through the cheeks, 
and laments he will not be able to use 
his whistle. "Peter Simple," p. 107, 
"The Boatswain's Pipe " "Frank Mild
may," p. 93, "Boatswain and his mates 
with a shrill whistle." "King's Own," 
p. r8g, "Pipes of the boatswain and his 
mates." "Percival Keene," p. 116, 
"Sh:dll piping of the boatswain's mates." 
"Poor Jack," p. 16, Where Jack says his 
father "was now a boatswain's mate 
and wore a silver whistle hung round his 
neck by a lanyard." In conclusion I 
may be permitted to quote from Lord 
Dundonald's "Autobiography of a Sea
man," Vol. I., p. s8. Dundonald re
lates an anecdote of a parrot turned 
boatswain and comments on " the 
exactness with which the bird had learned 
to imitate the calls of the boatswain's 
whistle. Sometimes the parrot would 
pipe an order so correctly as tothrowthe 
ship into momentary confusion." Here, 
surely, is the correct use of the words. 
"call,"" whistle," and" pipe."-G,E.M. 

FASHION IN NAMING SHIPS. 
While looking through Lloyd's Register, 

about the year 189s, I had the curiosity 
to note the frequency of feminine 
Christian names for mercantile vessels 
and yachts under the British flag, and 
found that the sixteen favourites in each 
list were as follows : 

111: ercantile Vessels. 
Mary (so), or Maria (r6) 
Eliz<>.beth 
Ann, Anna, Anne, or Annie 
Kate 
Margaret or Marguerite 
Victoria 
Jane 
Sarah 
Louisa or Louise 
Caroline .. 
Eliza 
Florence .. 
Isabel or Isabella 
Lissie or Lizzie .. 
Emma 
Ellen 

Yachts .. 
Mabel 
Edith 
Ethel 
Nellie 
May 
Ada 
Kathleen 
Irene 
Vera 
Minna or Minnie 
Florence 
Maud or Maude .. 
Eva 
Gladys 
Eileen 
Sheila 

Number. 
66 
4S 
43 
31 
29 
2S 
24 
24 
20 
20 
20 

19 
19 
19 
18 
16 

Number. 
13 
II 
II 

II 
II 
IO 
10 
10 
10 

9 
9 
8 
8 
7 
7 
7 

As so many of the mercantile list are 
locally owned coasters, it is in accordance 
with expectation that "old English 
names " should occur more frequently 
than among yachts, but it is a little 
surprising that in as many as the first 
sixteen no name is common to the two 
lists. The prime favourite, Mary, had 
no representation on the yacht list, and 
there was only one Maria therein. 

If we included fishing boats, the sur
vival of " old " names would probably 
be still more marked. The frequency 
of Victoria in one list and the presence 
of Sheila among the first sixteen of the 
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NOTES, 

other explain themselves. The "taste" 
or fashion of a decade, influenced by 
perhaps only a popular novel, is reflected 
in one list, while the other tends to 
preserve religious or historical tradition ; 
we are tempted to recognise in the great 
popularity of Eliza and its cognates, in 
sum exceeding that of Mary and Maria, 
the persisting fame of the great queen. 
As regards yachts, there is little doubt 
that fashion often expresses itself, at 
least in cases where owners are lacking 
in originality, in the naming a boat 
merely by euphony-a fashion by no 
means confined to boats. Very probably 
William Black's novel had much to do 
with the early vogue of Sheila, but it is 
not so likely that it directly accounts for 
the increase from the 7, recorded above, 
to the 15 in Lloyd's Y.R. for 1922. 
(There are eight Sheilas and two Sheelahs 
in the 1901 issue) ; as to other names in 
the first sixteen of circa 1895, the 1901 
and 1922 Y.R.'s show a woeful falling 
off of the prime favourite Mabel, for the 
1901 issue gives nine Mabels, one Mabella, 
and one Mabelle, which in 1922 are 
reduced to three Mabels and one Mab. 
Moreover, Ada has fallen to one, and Ethel 
has vanished entirely. Very probably 
this is merely a reflection of the declining 
use of these names in general. The 
circumstances of the time have, of course, 
notably dimished yacht ownership, 
and the "List of Yachts" occupies only 
375 pages in 1922, as against 667 in 1901. 
Hence all the favourites of 27 years ago, 
with two exceptions, Sheila and Eileen 
(eight now instead of seven), have 
declined. Of those not already men
tioned, the decline is more than 50 per 
cent. for Edith, Eva, Maud, May, and 
Minnie, and less than 50 per cent. for 
Florence, Gladys, Irene, Kathleen, Nellie, 
and Vera.-H. H. B. 

DOUBLE TOPSAILS. 
There is a curious error in the descrip

tion of the U.S. four-master, Great 
Republic, published in "The Illustrated 
London News" of 31st March, 1853 (p. 
290), which is possibly worth recording, 
as it must have puzzled seamen reading 
it, and may for a time have incorrectly 
added a meaning to a word already 
employed nautically in two, if not more 
senses. "The topsails, instead of being 
on the ordinary plan, are housed, or 
divided into two; the upper one of 
which can be reefed to half its depth, or 

sent down altogether," in which 
"housed" reads quite innocently, but 
is no doubt an incorrect allusion to 
Howes' patent topsails. The account 
states that the clipper anchored at 
Pur fleet " last week," and very likely a 
reporter was sent down to the vessel 
"at present exciting much interest," 
and subsequently transcribed his notes 
incorrectly. The "I. L. N." woodcut 
of the Great Republic is reproduced rather 
poorly in Clark's "Clipper Ship Era," 
p. 242. It is on the whole a more 
pleasing illustration than that in 
Holmes's " Ancient and Modern Ships," 
i., p. 154. which work (p. 150) states 
erroneously that the Great Republic " was 
the first vessel fitted with double top
ails." The history of Forbes's rig 
1841) and of Howes', which superseded 
t, has been discussed in " M. M." Vol. I., 
and is given in abstract in Clark's book, 
p. 236.-H. H. B. 

EARLY NAVIGATION. 
Dr. Haddon complains in his note on 

my articles in the " M.M." that I have 
been "drawn away by various side 
issues." As, however, in various coun
tries quite differently built vessels are 
found, one cannot start merely with a 
bit of wood, and say that a fine ship 
has developed from nothing else. Dr. 
Haddon himse f points out that the fore
and-aft curves of the Egyptian ships 
came from reed bundles, and that the 
old form was retained in wood-built 
vessels. This itself shows that side 
issues must be considered. 

Dr. Haddon points out certain slips, 
and anything he says about Torres 
Straits must be accepted; but is "a 
most improbable suggestion" a "slip" ? 
and is Dr. Haddon's view of what is 
improbable to be accepted without 
demur ? I cannot think that General 
Pitt-Rivers would have made a most 
improbable suggestion, and the following 
can be read in his " Evolution of Cul
ture," p. 213 :-"The Esquimaux kayak 
. . . . although admirable in its 
workmanship, and like all the works of 
the Esquimaux, ingenious in construc
tion, is in principle nothing more than 
a large pointed bladder, similar to that 
which is lashed to the harpoon at its 
side." 

Regarding papyrus, the same author 
(though I had not quoted from him) 
says:-" What the coco-nut was to the 
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XOTES. 379 

navigators, in the Eastern Seas, the 
papyrus was to the Egyptians, and 
from it every part of the vessel-rope, 
planks, masts, and rails was construc
ted." (p. 203). 

I am further charged with failing to 
give references. I did omit references ; 
but I wrote rather for readers generally 
interested in things nautical than for 
anthropological experts. 

With regard to the connection between 
Phrenicians and Egyptians, a note of 
Sir Edward Tylor's says :-" Comparing 
with the Egyptian vessels the ancient 
galleys and ships of the Mediterranean, 
whether Phrenician, Greek, or Roman, 
it is impossible to think these can have 
come into existence by separate lines 
of invention ; the family likeness among 
them is too strong." ("Anthropology, 
Arts of Life," p. 258.) I pointed out 
in addition to saying that the Phrenicians 
and Egyptians began to work on the 
Mediterranean, that Egypt was in con
nection with the seas of Asia, and that 
Semitic Phrenicians were driven from 
Syria to the Mediterranean about 2,ooo 
B.C. (p. 273). 

I am glad to see that Dr. Haddon 
agrees that the earliest history of ship
building is derived from Egypt.-D. D. 
KIRKALDY WILLIS. 

A CHINESE JUNKATVICTORIA, B.C. 
Apropos of Mr. Brindley's articl.e on 

the voyage of the Keying, Major Long
staff sends from Victoria, B.C., the 
accompanying photograph (see frontis
piece) of a Chinese junk which arrived 
there on September 19th, 1922, 91 days 
out from Shanghai. This vessel was built 
at Amoy for Capt. G. Waard, and sailed 
across by himself, his wife and son, and 
three Chinese deck-hands. She measures 
23 tons, and is said to be "absolutely 
like the Amoy fishing junk in hull, 
shape and lines."-En. 

THE BRIGHTON HOG-BOAT. 
In the issue of the "M.M." for Sep

tember, 1922, an allusion is made to a 
model of this old style of craft. For 
many years I owned an old model of 
one of these boats, called The Prince 
George, of Shoreham (port of registry). 
About eight years ago, on leaving for 
Vancouver's Island, I presented the 
model to the Science Museum at South 
Kensington, and it was still there in 
June, 1921. I bought it from an old 
sail-maker, Mr. Bassett, of Brighton. 

The model was about three feet long and 
two wide, and in bad repair. I cleaned, 
painted, and rigged it, and actually 
sailed it on a pond, using twenty pounds 
of shot ballast in bags and the movable 
lee-board. Most of the sails were quite 
old, the only one I had to make was the 
jib. All these particulars are from 
memory. I have the catalogue of the 
Science Museum before me as I write, 
but it must have been printed just before 
I gave the Prince George to the institution, 
as there is no entry. 

As regards a bibliography on this 
subject, see Deep Sea Fishing, by E. W. H. 
Holdsworth, 1874, page 220, text and 
illustration. Old Sea Wings, Ways, and 
Words, by R. C. Leslie, 1890, pages 105, 
106, 107. Shipping and Craft, by E. W. 
Cooke, 1829. Five of the plates show 
this type; but the best is that entitled, 
"Mackerel Boats Coming In-Brigh
ton."-F. V. LONGSTAFF. 

THE "KEYING." 
I am indebted to Professor H. A. 

Giles, of Cambridge, for the following 
notes on the article on this vessel, Vol. 
viij., pp. 305-314 :-(1) Keying was the 
name of the famous Commissioner who 
was forced to commit suicide in 1856; 
(2) In line 17 from foot on p. 309, "chi
nan " should be "chunan." an Indian 
word signifying a well-known mixture of 
sand, oil, and lime ; (3) In reference to 
the anchors (p. 310), huge stones are 
used as anchors by ordinary junks; 
(4) As regards the ocellus (p. 31!), " every 
junk is a fish, hence the eyes at the 
bow." 

When the article was written, I did 
not know that an aquatint in colours of 
the Keying at Gravesend was published 
in the year of her stay in the Thames, 
so mention of it was not made.-H. H. B. 

THE CUCKFIELD MODELS, 
The vast majority of our Members will, 

I am sure, be very sorry to learn that 
the ('uckfield models have been sold to 
an Americ'tn collector. It seems a pity 
that their late owners should have done 
this without giving their own countrymen 
a chance to compete for them. Such, 
however, is apparently the case. No 
doubt they will be well C8.red for in their 
new home, but it can hardly be disputed 
that they ought to have remained in 
England.-R. C. ANDERSON. 
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